History of water powered industry at The Mill, Ennerdale
The Mill, Ennerdale
Brief history of a local water powered industry
The mill building was first built in 1610 and used as a water corn mill. The building was substantially rebuilt following a fire in 1671. The mill was located in approximately 24 acres of land with a farmhouse, piggery and barn later added to the site. 
By 1762 the site was redeveloped as a paper and glaze mill, known as Broadmoor, adjoining the old water corn mill. The mill was destroyed in another fire in 1827. In 1861 the site was repurposed as the complex was changed from paper mill to corn mill when it was thought that a Poncelet water wheel was installed; an invention by the French engineer Jean-Victor Poncelet.
To the south of the former mill buildings is the site of the earlier Ennerdale corn mill and probably the site of the manorial corn mill. This was demolished after 1845.
The earliest depiction of Ennerdale Mill is on the Hodskinson and Donald map of 1774.
On the 1845 Tithe map, two structures are shown: an L-shaped complex to the south- west and a U-shaped complex to the north-east, both to the north of the mill race. The U-shaped buildings complex appears to be in the position of the current mill building. 
The image below is from an 1845 Tithe map showing the buildings adjacent to the River Ehen. 
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The River Ehen is of national and international importance and is designated a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI). It is home to the European protected Freshwater Mussels. The buildings were demolished to protect the river as they had fallen into a dilapidated condition and were considered to be a risk to the SAC/SSSI.
The Lake District is recognised as a World Heritage Site with Outstanding Universal Values.
Local industries like the corn and paper mills have contributed towards its unique character.
This site sits within a designated National Nature Reserve and the land is managed by the Wild Ennerdale Partnership.
A wildlife tower was constructed to mitigate against the loss of habitat in the buildings and is well used by bats and owls.

Please take care when walking around the site as there are some [image: Safety Signs Warning Triangle Sign Bgv Floor Hatches Vector Pictogram ...]

steep drops and deep water.
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